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AP US Government and Politics

Course Description:
This course will teach students to critically analyze US government and politics.  Topics of instruction 
include: 

 The Constitution and its role in the US historically and today
 Governmental organizations and its members 
 How individuals and groups participate in and their beliefs regarding the government
 The impact of political parties, interest groups and the media on government and politics
 The creation and implementation of public policy in the US 
 The evolution of individual rights and liberties in the US

Text: 
Wilson, James Q., and John J. DiLulio Jr. American Government: Institutions and Policies.  Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin, 1998.

Supplemental Texts: 
Woll, Peter, ed. American Government: Readings and Cases.  11th ed. New York: HarperCollins College 

Publishers, 1993.

Wood, Ethel, and Schmidt, Maria. Multiple-Choice and Free-Response Questions in Preparation for the AP 
United States Government and Politics Examination. Brooklyn: D&S Marketing System, Inc., 2005.

Center for Civic Education. We the People: The Citizen and the Constitution, Level III. Calabasas, California: 
Center fir Civic Education, 1995.

Semester 1 Topics and Readings*

Wks Topic
Wilson

(Chapter)
Woll

WTP
(Unit)

Supplemental 
Readings

4 Types of Governments/Economies; Who rules?  
What are the philosophical and historical 
foundations of the American political system?

 Basic Theories of Political Science
 Economic systems vs. political systems; types 

of governments
 Classical Philosophies
 Historical Background
 Classical Republicanism and Individual 

Rights Theory
 British government and heritage

1, 23 
(maybe 

24)
1, 8 1

Plato or 
Aristotle, 

Magna Carta 
(parts) or 

other English 
documents, 

Declaration of 
Independence; 

VA 
Declaration of 

Rights

4 How did the framers create the Constitution?  
How did the values and principles embodied in the 
Constitution shape American institutions and 
practices?

 Constitutional Convention
 Debates
 Compromises
 Historical/Political perspectives
 Constitutional content
 Powers of branches/ checks on powers

2, 3

2, 3, 
24, 
61, 
62

2, 3

Articles of 
Confederation, 
Constitution, 
Federalists 

Papers 47, 48, 
49, 51, 79; 

selected Anti-
federalists 
readings
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3-4 How have the protections of the Bill of Rights been 
developed and expanded?  

 Background of Civil Rights
 Civil War and debate over slavery and 

citizenship
 Civil War Amendments, specifically 14th

Amendment

4

Dred Scott,
 Plessy v. 
Ferguson, 

Emancipation 
Proclamation

5 What rights does the Bill of Rights protect?
 Civil Liberties
 Supreme Court- structure, function and case 

law
 Bill of Rights- historical perspectives and 

current controversies

14, 18, 19

12, 
16, 
17, 
18, 
19, 
20,
22

5

Lemon v. 
Kurtzman,

Gitlow v. NY, 
Griswold v. 

CT

3 What are the roles of citizens in American 
democracy?

 Citizenship/ types of aliens
 Rights and Responsibilities
 Political behavior in the US

6 6

Universal 
Declaration of 

Rights, 
Constitutions 

from other 
countries

*Additional readings, especially current event articles, will be added at teacher’s discretion.

Semester 2 Topics and Readings*

Wks Topic
Wilson

(Chapter)
Woll

Supplemental 
Readings

3 American Political Culture
 Voting and political beliefs in the US
 Compare/contrast with Europe

4, 5 
(6 if not 
done)

28, 30 American Voter

2-3 Congress
 Structure
 Function 
 History
 Current controversies
 Contrasted with other democracies, 

specifically Europe

11
50, 51, 
52, 54, 

55

Re-read Article I of 
the Constitution

2-3 Social Welfare
 Function
 Entitlement history
 Review Judiciary and Civil Rights

17, 18, 19 21, 23

Aquilar v. Felton, 
Barron v. 
Baltimore, 

Brandenburg v. 
OH, Everson v. 
BOE, Furman v. 

GA, Mapp v. Ohio, 
Miranda v. AZ, 
Schenck v. US

3 President and the Bureaucracy
 Function and structure
 Major programs
 Presidential trends
 Contrasted with other democracies
 Role of Agencies and other bureaucracies

12, 13
40, 42 

(maybe 
43, 44)
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3 Political Parties and Elections
 Political terms
 Functions of parties
 History of parties

7, 8 26, 27

2-3 Interest Groups and the Media
 Effect on elections and political behavior
 Current controversies

9, 10, 
(maybe 

22)

34, 35, 
37, 53

1 Policy Making 15
Chapter 14 in AP 

Prep book
1 Foreign and Military policy 20, 21

*Additional readings, especially current event articles, will be added at teacher’s discretion.
NOTE: You should also read the entire AP Preparation Book during this semester before 

the AP Test!

Curricular Requirements
 Current Events:  Students are expected to be informed regarding current events.  It is expected 

students will watch or listen to a newscast or skim a national newspaper daily.  Students will also be 
responsible for locating and summarizing at least five current event articles for each unit.  For each 
article, students will need to provide the article, the citation, a brief summary of the article, how the 
article relates to the unit, and a personal response/reaction based on class learning.  

 Quizzes and Exams: Quizzes will be given throughout units.  There will be an exam at the conclusion 
of each unit.  These exams will be a combination of chart / map/ graph/ cartoon reading and 
interpretation, multiple-choice, short-answer and essay questions.  Many of these exams will be time 
limited.  

 Chapter Summaries: Students are to read and take notes on all assigned readings.  Chapter 
summaries will be assigned to each student.  This person will be responsible for outlining the reading 
and write a reading summary.  These summaries will be shared with the class and are to be another 
perspective on the reading- NOT a substitution for personal reading!  

 Skills:  A variety of methodologies will be used in this class to teach content and skills.  Skills taught 
will include chart / map/ graph/ cartoon reading and interpretation, research, organization, 
summarization, note-taking, and presentation skills.  

 We the People Competition:  We the People Competition is a competition on the Constitution run 
nationally by the Center for Civic Education.  High school teams compete in a Congressional 
simulation at district, state and national level competitions.  The competition uses a congressional 
hearing format and will be judged by prominent figures in the community and state.  This assessment 
requires on-the-spot higher order thinking and the ability to quickly and clearly articulate verbal 
responses to questions using Constitutional and historical evidence.  Students are divided into six 
groups with a series of questions around a topic on which they will become experts.  Students research 
the questions from historical and current perspectives finding evidence to support their answers.  This 
program is designed to help students develop higher order thinking, research, communication and 
interpersonal skills.  

The We the People competition is a large focus of first semester and will be a mode of delivery for 
many first semester topics.  Participation in this program is mandatory and will heavily impact first 
semester grades.  The knowledge and skills gained in preparing for this competition are invaluable 
when preparing for and taking the College Board exam.  Completion of sample follow-up questions, 
case briefs, and submission of research and speeches will be required.  


